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so-called Western Kshatrapas. It is the coins of these last,
and two small contemporary and perhaps subordinate dynas-
ties, the Traikutakas and the Bodhis, which are alone
described in this volume. They clearly sprang from the
North, as is shown by the use of the so-called Kharosthl
alphabet on their earlier coins, which was only replaced by
the Brfihmi alphabet, the prevailing one in the districts of
Kathiawar, Gujerat, and Malwa, the seats of these Western
satraps.

They were divided into two stocks, both of foreign but
allied blood, and running concurrently in different districts,
the Ksahariitas and the Castanas; the former Professor
Rapson associates with the Pahlavas or Parthians, and the
latter with the Sakas or Scyths. Their coins and inscriptions
are dated by the Saka era of 78 A.D. The silver coins are
clearly imitated in standard from the hemidrachms of the
Graeco-Indian kings. The satraps themselves were apparently
feudatories of the Kushan Kings of Caubul. For everything
that is known in regard to the history and coinage of these
very important dynasties I must refer to Professor Rapson's
detailed and illuminating introduction. It is very pleasant
to find it so full and complete. It is, in fact, most important
that, in dealing with series of coins which comprise so largely
the materials of Indian history, the whole of the evidence
should be collected and put together in this fashion instead of
in mere bald numismatic details; and it is quite certain that for
this period of the history of our Eastern Empire the student
will in future have to take this notable catalogue as a text-book.

I ought to add, and it is very pleasant to do so, that the
fine collection of the coins of the Western Kshatrapas in the
British Museum is largely due to the munificence of an
Indian gentleman, the Pandit Bhagvanlal Indrajl, who also
did so much to illustrate them. I also notice that among
those to whom obligations are expressed by Professor Rapson
in the preface is our most esteemed librarian. Is it not